
Presentations for the 2026-27 School Year 
 
Amazing Animals (all ages) 
Color-changing chameleons. Poisonous pufferfish. Frogs that seem to come back 
from the dead. The animal kingdom is amazing! Alicia loves to share the wonders 
of wildlife with young readers in fun and surprising ways. Dozens of her 200+ books 
focus exclusively on animals, such as Cheetahs, Go Wild! Frogs, The History of Pet 
Dogs, How Animals Smell, and Secrets of the Forest: 15 Bedtime Stories Inspired 
By Nature. Using captivating photos and actual props, Alicia will draw on the 
content of her various animal-focused titles and discuss the research and writing 
process from the idea phase all the way to the finished book. She will share some of 
the amazing true tales featured in her animal books, from birds that dance and paint 
in Australia to worms that live within the ice of the Arctic.  
 
Alicia also offers a specialized Amazing Animals presentation focusing exclusively 
on marine life which connects to many of her titles including Lionfish, Orcas On 
The Hunt, Parrotfish, Penguins & Polar Bears: A Pretty Cool Introduction to the 
Arctic and Antarctic, Sea Slugs, and Secrets of the Ocean: 15 Bedtime Stories 
Inspired By Nature.  
 
This presentation can be done in a small classroom setting or in an auditorium setting 
with a large group. Over the course of this presentation, Alicia will cover the 
following topics (among others): finding reputable sources of information for animal 
research, discovering the cool gems of information that make a book more exciting 
to readers, and the importance of fact checking to ensure accuracy in your writing. 
 
Making Nonfiction Fun (all ages) 
From superfast vehicles to candy around the globe to animals that seem to come 
back from the dead, Alicia writes nonfiction books on a wide variety of topics. In 
this presentation, she will share some amazing-but-true stories from her 200+ 
nonfiction books. Kids love to hear about unbelievable medical practices from 
thousands of years ago, what it’s like to be a scientist in Antarctica, and what flavors 
of ice cream people prefer in different countries. Using captivating photos and actual 
props, Alicia will draw on the content of her various nonfiction titles and discuss the 
research and writing process from the idea phase all the way to the finished book. 
 
This presentation can be done in a small classroom setting or in an auditorium setting 
with a larger group. Over the course of this presentation, Alicia will cover the 
following topics (among others): finding the cool gems of information that make a 
book more exciting to readers, fact checking, and constructing a bibliography. 



Let’s Go There! Regional/Country Workshops (all ages) 
How do people around the world celebrate birthdays? What school supplies do kids 
need in other countries? Is it really true that people can shop on the beach in Brazil 
or ride a train through a building in China? Daily life can vary widely from one 
country to the next, yet there are things that connect us all as people. Alicia has 
written books on roughly 50 countries, as well as on the Arctic and Antarctic. In 
addition, she has written articles on cities and countries around the world for 
magazines including National Geographic Kids, Kiki, FACES, AppleSeeds, and 
more. She has lived in Australia, France, South Africa, and the UK and has spent 
time in nations on six continents.  
 
Before becoming a writer, Alicia taught middle school World Geography for many 
years. She would love to put together a unit on destination(s) of your choice. Alicia 
will create a tailor-made, multimedia presentation for your students.  
 
This presentation can be done in a small classroom setting or in an auditorium setting 
with a larger group. Over the course of this presentation, Alicia will cover the 
following topics (among others): finding the cool gems of information that make a 
book more exciting to readers, fact checking, and constructing a bibliography. 
 
 
Food Around The Globe  
Everyone around the world eats. But the food that people put on their plates or grab 
from a street vendor can be wildly different depending on where they live. Alicia 
has written many food-related magazine articles and books, which will be featured 
during this presentation. All of Alicia’s country titles include food sections, as does 
her book The World’s Strangest Foods. She will also share food-related experiences 
from her international travels.  
 
This workshop has two parts: 1) an introduction to researching and writing about 
food and 2) a demonstration and international food tasting event where the students 
can try about 20 different food items and beverages from all over the world. Alicia 
will bring all of the supplies to the school or library.  
 
**Note: There is an additional $4 per student fee for this presentation. 
 
 
 


